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o one, we hiope, will refuse to
woie jor James J. iatthews or
Tesderic WL Darnes soiely becaust
ol iheir connections with the John
Lirch Socieiy.

w2t we belicve that both these
Tepubiican candidates have handl-
cd thie problem — it ig, for them, &
problem — of their affiliation in
such a way @8 10 make the voters
wary.

On Saturday, Oct. 5, Matthews
said f{or the first time publicly that
he was o member of the John
irch Society. He seid then that hie
was “‘proud” 10 be a member. Pre-
sumably, unless certain members
of Arlingtonians for a Betler
County (A2C) had not said he
was a member, Matthews would
have sald nothing about his mem-
bersiin oo Dis pride in it. He has
not lswad s membership in his
cais ..o lilerature nor in his ad-
17 {hus far.

Republican County Board
e, in short, acled for a
r {ime as though he would pre-
er his membership 10 be kept &
<ocret, On Oct. 3, for instance, a
I renotier asked him if he were
e refusca 10 8ay.

= also gnid L domnot
cvognd every izeet of
. ud actiens by some
. of inis group.” It would
soosting to Know what.

s to AZC statements that
Wirch mMemier, Matthews
hat “‘among he ringlead-
s AT group are some
[erioGnS appear as ment
o ol the executive cozrd of the
wistional Lawyers Guild.”

An yet, however, he has not seen
#it to say waich ABCers, if any.
are members of the cuild. He has
asked this newspaper S everal
vimnes to priat his charge, but hos
wpfused to name names. Until he
s we can only assume the
charges are baseless oF potentially
jibelous.

Tlouse of

Telegates candidate
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filiation. He said nothing publicly
L a4t unctordav.
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L emhow-

he Rirch Society. true {o its

jounder’s beliels, is an undemo-
cratic organization. There are no
clections of officers, no debate on
what stands the society will take.
Welch himself provides both
thought and direction.

Since it became known that

) Maithews was & member, several

writers of letters 1o the SUN
have referred to the state of Cali-
fornia Senate’s Un-American Ac-
{ivities Subcommitiee report on
the socicty.

This subcommittee has no legal
authority as far as Communisim
is concerned. The Supreme Court
has decided that seditious activi-
tics are the concern of the {federal
government only.

But for what it's worth, the sub-
committee concluded the Birch So-
ciety was neither subversive nor
anti-Semitic. It also found that the
society had, admitiedly, adopted
“many Communist techniques.”” 1L
also found that the society had
“unstable’” members, but declared
the majority of its members were
particularly concerned ‘“‘about the
advances of the world Communist
movement and the advances of
Communist  subversion in this

country.”

Sen. Barry Goldwater was Guct-
¢d as saying this about the sociely:
“T {hink that those who denounce
the Birchers will regret it, T've
condemned Bob Welch — his ideas
are ridiculous — but that’s as far
as T will go!”

How far would M. Matthews

Barnes go?
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